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Burd bortion procedure in ways that 
reasonably related to maternal health,” 
__ such as licensing and establishing regulations 


. y ing how eac! 
State is affected by the Supreme Court's 
decision on abortion: 


0 0 sifata who. 
mercy of back alley ab) 


th rate at the 


show that the non-white S$ ncemning the persons and facilities involved, ; 
hands of unqualified abo: was substan- not affected by eee rte ben For the last ten weeks of pregnancy, any 
\ tially higher than for wi omen. Before Alaska New York ate may prohibit abortions if it chooses 
the liberalized abortion Ise was passed in Hewat Washington except where it may be necessary to preserve 
New York, thousands of women died at the States with relatively modern sbortion the life or health of the mother. 


The action of the Supreme Court will 


hands of unscrupulous \ f 
Puvlous quacks. Nearly half the not effect existing laws in New York, Alaska, 


laws that will require considerable rewriting 
child-bearing deaths in New York City were 


to conform: 


attributed to abortion alone 1969 statistics), Alebeme Maryland Hawaii and Washington where abortions are 

and out of these, 79 fer ‘aut een pel ches peers now legally available in the early months of 

non-white and Puerto Rican women. Colorado North Carolina Pregnancy, but it will require re-writing of 
The recent Supreme Court decision con- Delaware Oregon Statutes in every single other state. (See 

ceming abortions, therefore, is of particular Pottord South Carolina Table) ; ; 

interest t6 third world women. The Court has Kinks ‘rginia While this historic decision seems to be a 


total victory and vindicates the right of a 
woman to have a safe and legal abortion if she 
so chooses, a note of caution must be 


over ruled all state laws that prohibit or 
restrict in any way a woman's right to obtain 
an abortion during the first three months of 


States with older anti-abortion laws 
that have been entirely invalidated and 
that must write new laws: 


Pregnancy. While controversy over this issue Arizona Nevede sounded. The key words are “if she so 
had reached a fevered Pitch over the last Connecticut New Hampshire chooses. Bitter experience has taught the 
couple of years, it also produced some inter- Idaho New Jersey third world woman that the administration of 
esting alliances: The Pope and Black Nation- Miinois North Dakota Justice in this country is not color blind. We 
. alists on one side and many women and Jedians a incw ut some black women on welfare have 
owe oma n forced to accept sterilization in ex- 
Rockefeller on the other. However, this his- Kentucky Pennsylvania change for a eontmston of welfare benefits 
toric decision will have farreaching effects fanaa sont head 3 and some Puerto Ricans have been sterilized 
* Meine South Dekote without their knowledge or consent. A youn 
and appears to have averted attempts on the Massachusetts Tennessee at dl foe ok a 
Part of Right to Lifers” to overturn liberal- Michigan Texas Pregnant woman recently arrested for ci 
ized abortion laws passed in New York, Minnesota Utah rights activities in North Carolina was con- 
' ie Washington and Alaska. Missouri Vermont Hein ie ieee eather Punishment would be 
¢ new national guidelines drafted bi Montana West Virginia 10 have a forced abortion. 
the Supreme Court will result in trowify Nebraska Wisconsin We must be ever vigilant that what 


liberalized abortion laws in 46 States, but will 
Not abolish restrictions altogether. The Court 


appears on the surface to be a step forward, - 
does not in fact become yet another method as 
of enslavement, 


ee 
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When did you come to the United States? And 
Why? 


T came here in 1950 to get married. My husband 
came in 1948 and worked here and he sent for 
me. We couldn't get married in Puerto Rico 
because there were no jobs there and to get 
married you need a job and money. 


Why did you start to work and where did you 
work? 


/_ My husband was making $28 a week and 
, this wasn’t enough to live on. I started to work 
in a factory on Broadway near Lafayette Street 
as a machine operator. I earned about $42 a 
week. Since then, I have had many jobs. I kept 
leaving one and looking for another, but most of 
the factories were the same. I had many dif- 
ferent jobs because you get laid off a lot. 


What kind of work did you do? 


My job was to sew slips: I was required to 
make 60 dozen a day which makes 720 slips a 
day. If you made less, the boss would yell at you 
and if this continued, he would fire you.® 


*Editors Note: You can see just how 
exploited women who work in these factories 
are. If the slips she produced sold for as little as 
55 a dozen (a conservative estimate), this worker 
produced $300 worth of goods each day, Yet, 
she was only paid $8.40 per day. This means the 
boss made over $290 profit on her labor 
EVERY SINGLE DAY! 


n many of the factories that I work:..2\%, 
there was no union and those that had unions 
were no good because they didn’t re 


help the workers, The dues were $5 a mo: 
you got no benefits from them. 


Was working difficult for you? 


Yes, I worked hard for many hours and a 
low wage. I had to work until | was 8 months 
Pregnant. They didn’t throw me out until then 
because they weren’t aware of the advanced 
stage of my pregnancy, I didn’t wear tight 
clothes. I stopped working and took care of the 
baby and five years later I had another baby. 
When the second baby was older, I went back to 
work. I had to get up at 6 A.M., wake up the 
children and take them to a friend’s house who 
would take care of them. I got paid $40 or $50 a 
week and out of this, I had to pay the lady $15 
for taking care of the children; plus I had to 
spend money on carfare and lunch. 


How are things in the factory where you are 
presently working? 7 


I work 7% hours a day. I start at 8 AM. 
There is no union, no morning break or after- 
noon break for rest or coffee. You get only half 
an hour for lunch and you can’t get up to drink 
water. 

If you go to the bathroom you can’t stay 
there long or else the floor lady goes in to see 
why you are taking a long time. They get mad if 
you go a lot. If you get a raise it is only a few 
cents extra and the boss is always on your back 
so you can work more. If you are sick you do 
not get paid. If there is a holiday and you don’t 
work on that day, you don’t get paid. If you 
have worked there for a year, you are entitled to 
a one week vacation which is also without pay. 
If you are absent for more than seven days 
during the year, no matter what the reason, you 
don’t even get that one-week vacation. 


If conditions are so bad, why do you stay there? 


I have no choice. There are very few jobs 
available. They are all similar and the pay is the 
same. In some places, it is even worse! I have no 
other skills and if I leave, I might not find 
another job for months. 


The above interview shows how exploited 
and oppressed many women workers dre. The 
garment industry ts notorious for the kind of| 
conditions described so vividly. above. It Is for 
this reason that we recognize that women are 
not just oppressed in the home, but especially 
on the fob, The emancipation of women must 
include . the liberation from these kinds of 
horrible conditions. This Puerto Rican woman 
states that she is “unskilled.” Yet she is skillful 
enough to produce nearly $300 worth of goods 
for her boss each day. Women must unite to 
fight these horrendous conditions and to show 
the bosses just how skillful we really are at 
resisting their enslavement. 

The establishment of free daycare centers 
available to all including facilities for older 
children will go a long way towards alleviating 
the concem of many women who work to 
support their families. The women’s liberation 
movement would do everyone a service if they 
turned their attention toward fighting to change 
some of the working conditions faced by women 
workers every day instead of concentrating on 
who is going to take out the garbage, = 

Third World women and other working 
women must unite along class lines. Many of 
these bosses are women. The women's liberation 
movement clouds the issue when it says that 
MEN are the enemy. We will not be confused by 
these obstructionist ideas and we will unite with 
our menfolk and ask them to help us fight the 
racism and sexism which forces third world 
women into the most exploited positions and 
which ensures that we will be the lowest paid of 
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WIth d Vartery OF Conaperes? Swen om a0 
convicted and sentenced | least 25 years In jail. 
‘He is presently out on ba ing an appeal) 

In North Carolin’ have scores and 
scores of sisters and bro in prison who had 
just become, just begun to be politically active. He 
‘was telling me about a sister who was part of an 
organization either in Wilmington or Charlotte. 
She had been charged with attempted assault on @ 
police officer or something like that. She was 
pregnant. She was found guilty and was told that 
her penalty would be to have @. forced ‘abortion. 


TWWA: There is an expression in Spanish, “A 
mayor represion, mayor combatividad.” Do you 
‘pelieve that the stronger the repression Is, the 
greater the resistance? 


ANGELA: I don't think that there isa natural re- 
lationship between them. That whole theory that 


fighting that repression. But 1 don’t think that re: 

pression is going to create any kind of spontan: 
eous upsurge of resistance. If that were the case, 
when the two students at Southern University 

were murdered, wouldn't there have been some 
kind of huge spontaneous upsurge of resistanceT 
There were just,Sporadic protests and demonstra- 
tions across the country. Nothing onany kind ofa 
massive scale. 

1 think that this theory isnot only incorrect 
but it serves often as an excuse for people to just 
sit around and wait until the repression comes 
down, or to develop their strategy in such a way as 
to encourage more repression without having the 
apparatus to deal with it. It’s a very dangerous 
kind of thing. I remember when people were say- 
ing that all we need is Wallace. And now we havea 
Wallace (Nixon) and what is there? What is there, 
in response to that? 
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canst groups of ues 1 
and we simply h 
we have various 
the targets of oppressi 


TAD eny des yo 


ind what have you n 


ideological differences Ing since you were released from prison 


tivities. And that w' 
around the issue 
the whole basis 0! 
me. That's anoth' 
sity to broaden it ou 
defend all politi 
some very important le 
about building an effective move: 
political prisoners. 


ANGELA: First 0 
was a people's vic 
brothers struggling 
throughout the wo! 


e're going to agree 
pression. That was 
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TRIPLE JEOPARDY 


In our memory no one had ever 
come to really help us. History had 
taught all of us that negroes up North 
leave the slums and never come back. 
When we think on this deeply most of 
the black women who made it out of 
the neighborhood were chosen by the 
MASTER..You see, he recognizes him- 
self in them. They do everything for 
money and nothing for no pay. They 
are fery weak and unsure of them- 
selves. Therefore, they “gots to be 
pretty,’’ “always primping for Mr. 
Man,” “tipping in the latest threads,” 
imitating, aping the white scene. 

The only women we were used to 
was the welfare visitor, sometimes 
good, sometimes bad and the “good 
lady in blue” — the visiting nurse. They 
were white. (Once we had a negro 
worker - a drag - a striving lady.) Then 
there is our faithful, old negro doctor. 
He always came out to us when we were 
real sick, especially the children. He 
still does. But he never tried to open 
our minds. He had no faith that our 
minds could be opened. We were the 
way we were because that was the way 
we were supposed to be. He would have 
been shocked, maybe even scared if he 
had known we could think. What does 
everyone out there call us - under 
privileged? Well, underprivileged blacks 
is how he saw us. And he made his “lit- 
tle change” on us. Oh yes, a whole lot 
of “change.” Welfare paid for every 
visit. And his “bougie” wife. She hated 
us! How she “togged” herself with that 
“change” and how she strutted to civic 
meet igganith the white folks! We 
heard the doctor wrote a book about us 
two years ago. Nobody we know got a 
copy except the black middle class. 


next town. There is also that 
te ao 
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A New Voice 


So someone coming in 1963 and 
wanting to take us to hear Malcolm X, a 
real black revolutionary, and talking 
quietly to us about our history of op- 
pression as black women, taking our 
sides against the black men (We were 
fighting them over birth control.) was 
like out of this world. This was crazy; 
yet we listened. We never read the 
world news in the papers or looked at 
the evening bulletins on the T.V. We 
had never even heard of Malcolm X or 
Martin Luther King either. Then we 
learned that the white man had paid to 
have Malcolm killed, and no one had to 
tell us, we could figure it out for our- 
selves by then because no black man is 
killed by Mr. Man unless he is really 
with the people. We really dug this 
when they killed King, striving, 
“bougie” King, trying to come home, 
trying to help poor black sanitation 
men instead of helping “bougie” nig- 
gers to hustle an integrated cup of cof- 
fee. 

No Unions for Us 


Those of us who worked in the 
small factories knew our working con- 
ditions were unjust. There were no 
unions for us and we didn’t have no 
faith in unions. We thought everybody 
had to do their own thing, fight their 
own individual battles. Most all of our 
factory experiences were short. The 
abuse was out in the open. It was not 
hidden. Most of us told the foreman off 
sooner or later and left. 

- A lot of us started out in the late 
fifties in that electronic factory in the 
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The majority of us women wor- 
kers were Puerto Rican and black. The 
black and Puerto Rican men had all the 
heavy work in shipping and packing. 
The secretaries and foremen were white, 
usually Italian, maybe Lrish. There were 
all the racist ideas we’d grown to ex- 
pect, even accept in a way. But the re- 
strictions on time off the line were ter- 
rible, especially for those women who 
felt they couldn't get jobs anywhere 
else. You couldn’t be sick or go to the 
bathroom, never mind a smoke. 


POOR 


was someone with us who rapped and 
gave us books on subjects we were cur- 
jous about. Still we doubted. Wasn't 
this a hustle after all? Maybe they 
weren't right in the mind. The men said 
we should be careful of radical people. 
We didn’t know that word, radical, 
then but black women who are poor, 
Jong ago learned not fo take the advice 
of black men. These “mothers” always 
operated in their own interest. We were 
hip poor black women, not. 
Dick-Happy, like too many of our self— 
destructive sisters, always longing fora 
man, fighting and “woofing” on other 
women, leaving our children for some 
man, Our children came before 

man. Poor black women who put their 
children before “A MAN” are revolu- 
tionary. Poor black women who put 
their “MAN” before their children are 
counter-revolutionary. 


RENT STRIKE 


We tried to get together with other 
women to have a rent strike like they 
were having down in the big city. We 
just wanted to get rid of the roaches 
and have some decent heat. We got as 
far as reporting the building to the 
Health Department. We were not too 
together, fussing and carrying tales on 
each other. There was an organization 
that wanted us to make a big thing for 


the newspapers to make a bigger point. 
But some of us thought we were just Be- 
ing used so we didn’t go for it. The 
group dropped us and the landlord 
moved, moved a whole lot of us out of 
the buildings. And we thought ou 
men-folk would have a natural fit. They- 
blamed us, they blamed the outsider 
and maybe we did, too, alittle. Butthe 
men were so upset because they had 


Most of us black women could get 
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All these “jivers” for the man 
took cate of their little business with us 
and we appreciated it. But we never had 
any experience with anyone who had 
faith in us, had faith that we could 
think for ourselves, that we could 
change our lives. You know, if you're 
Poor, you're poor. You don’t miss what 
you've never had. You just do the same 
thing, day in and day out. What could 
change our lives? Damn, our own 
People never wanted to help! They just 
wanted to get away from us. We dis- 
gusted them. Where was this freedom, 
except in heaven? We had never even 
heard the word revolution; even in 
school we don’t remember the word be: 
ing used. And we certainly had never 
seen a revolutionary. 


tion of poor women, black and white. 
You were put in packing first. Then 
you went to soldering and grinding, 
then counting and sorting parts. Start- 
ing pay was $1.00/hour with a nickel 
raise after six months. The tomato 
plant was $.85/hour, In the electronics 
factory they would transfer you to 
another department before your six 
months was up and you'd have to start 
all over again at $1,00/hour. That's 
why none of us stayed long. That was 
all right with the bosses because there 
was always someone to take our place. 
In those days we thought, each person 
for themselves so we never bothered to 
tap with each other much over con- 
ditions. 
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ie and excitable 


many 
in those factori of us know of 
full-blooded Indians in construction 
but the Indian woman is not considered 
for household work. She appears too 
impassive and Miss Anne gets nervous 
wondering what she is thinking. 

We black women do take it pride 
in our household work but down 
through history black People’s work 
was the dirtiest and the most un- 
wanted. No other racial group HAD to 
do it. We blacks were always on the 
bottom and we kept these other racial 
groups free of it. How could black peo- 
ple take pride in this kind of work 
hated and refused by everyone else in 
society? 

We blacks have been studied a lot 
lately and we have taken the oppor- 
tunity to read some of these studies. We 
are called a passive people. We have 
leamed to study the history of words. 
Passive has the same LATIN root as the 
word passion. The LATIN root means 
suffering. Passivity is the smothering of 
suffering and passion is the explosion 
of suffering. Passivity and passion, the 
ways to keep living when you're damn- 
ed, even by your own people. We smile 
at these studies that can never touch 
the roots of things. 


SOMEONE WHO RAPPED 


We were living in real cramped quar- 
ters back in the fifties and early sixties, 
seven or eight of us in one or maybe 
two rooms. We were isolated from each 
other even though we lived close toge- 
ther. Some nights those halls “jumped 
out"’ with fights, bloody, too! But 
when it was a quiet night we wotld 
read, even think deep on things when 
we tured the lights out to sleep. There 
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came along, all mean and com- 
plslaing: Some didn't come along. 

Just left because we had i 
We were mad now and we were not tak 
ing shit from anybody. We could find 
new men, like that old saying about 
never chasing a bus because there's al- 
ways another coming along. 

Welfare, as usual, didn’t give much 
help and in fact, tried to cut our money 
down. For a long time that department 
had been able to have their way with us, 
We didn’t fight back. Like our children 
didn’t fight back in school either, But 
some of our sisters were so “uptight” 
by now that they moved on the welfare 
workers, beat up a few and dared the 
department to bring charges. Not all of 
us were so daring but it sure raised our 
spirits. 

The schools always complained 
about our children. Either our children 
were dumb or “little animals”. Our kids 
were scared to tell us how bad it had al- 
ways been for them in school because 
we always sided with their teachers. We 
had learned to look up to teachers. We 
asked for help for our children in 
school. There was none. Then we got 
the help we needed from outside the 
school. 

The outsider was still there, listening 
to our hurts, our rage, making things 
come together. Our business never hit 
the streets. Our secrets were kept, even 
within families. The children listened 
and began to lear far quicker than 
they had ever learned in school. We be- 
came so impressed with their progress 
we agreed to help and we formed a 
FREEDOM SCHOOL - right in our kit- 
chens where everybody gathered any- 


how. A tape recorder was brought to us 
and we used it with the children and 
afterwards we taped our own dis- 
cussions about the school and plans for . 
the next week. 


BLACK WOMAN 


boys should fight for their country a- sollege and everything. We were open 

WAR IN VIETNAM gainst communism, But we understood to them. They were against the unjust 

We got in: their real fears, THEY were the striving Vietnam War, had taken Teal action 
1966 whi Poor. They had Teally accepted capi- against it and they had offered them- 
i talism, although none of us ever used Belves to us for no Pay. We were so 


nding thei tment, but others just remarked that it 
their death (ha ea p drvorboalin was easier to give than to take. We all 
Whitey was Superman! had to leam how to take, 


help us. A few of us 
might be possible for “bougie Negro 


their doubts kept their 
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quer us, 


WE UNDERSTAND 
We think we understand why they had 


ed them in histo 
er doe come home. hone wholad Fe ed eae used.to divide and con. "Ot contr 
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boisterd:* lip serv emp 
ing to combat this evil and from 
time to gine makes a big display.of 
confis millions of .dollars 
worth o! in, we know, in fact, 
that this scourge could not be'pos- 
sible without the consent and col- 
lusion of the police and governmen- 
tal agencies. 

WOMEN who are addicted to drugs, 
not only ruin their own lives, but 
cause tremendous damage to unborn 
children. Babies born of addicted 
mothers come into the world addict- 
ed themselves. They are forced to 
undergo all the horrors of with- 
drawal. The sight of these newborn 
babies screaming out in agony as 
they lay in their incubators is 
enough to make you sick with anger 
and despair. — 

LAST WEEK, amidst a lot of fan- 
fare, the Narco Department display- 
ed a vast array of confiscated her- 
oin on the television. They stated 


that this was one of the largest. 


hauls they had ever succeeded in 
capturing. What was new in this 
case, however, was the blatantly 
political overtones. Statements 
were made to the effect that these 
Plastic bags had come from the 
Peoples Republic of China and that 
this indicated that China was in- 
volved in the dope traffic. 

FOR NARCO agencies in the United 
States to suggest that China is in. 
some way involved.in the dope traf- 
fic shows how corrupt they are. The 
proof shown were the plastic bags 
containing the heroin, each stamped 
"Made in Peoples Republic of China!! 
What is ludicrous about the situa- 
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taught about the Opium War. Our in- 
pression was that Chi 
try ‘of dope addicts 
British were fighti 
The truth of the 


and on and on. 


Ne ee os ee BOCZCLION in. 
Chine’ bald not be solved under the 
old regime. However, after the 
triumph of the revolution, the chi- 
nese were able to totally wipe out 
dope addiction and eliminate this 
problem. This was only possible be- 
cause the revolutions’ry government 
in China was really’ committed to 
its elimination. The new govern- 
ment had no need of keeping the 
people in a state of stupor. 

IT IS the United States and its 
international agencies that have 
been implicated in the dope trade. 
Everyone knows that the CIA has 
been involved on an international 
level for their complicity in the 
billion dollar dope trade. Their 
puppet, Marshall Ky of South Viet- 
Nam was discovered to be using the 
air force as a transporter of hero- 
in. 

THE PEOPLE to people contact be- 
tween the Chinese and American peo- 
ple has been a tremendous success. 
Everywhere the Chinese visitors 
have gone, they have been greeted 
with warm welcomes and they have 
done much to break down barriers 
that have been set up for so long. 

PEOPLE in this country are very 
indignant about the dope problem 
and they thought that this accusa- 
tion was a good way of discrediting 
the Peoples Republic of China. How-~ 
ever, we have had much experience 
with the sinister tactics and lies 
of this government, and we will not 
be fooled by their childish accusa- 
tions. 

LONG LIVE THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
THE PEOPLES OF THE WORLD!! 
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TRIPLE JEOPARDY 


One of the saddest aspects of the 
past and present welfare system is that 
it continues to dehumanize those who 
must use it. While it is an ineffective 
system which fails to house, feed and 
clothe the nation’s poor adequately, 
those who administer it boast of 
generosity und in the same breath 
complain about waste and expenses. 
When people are so mistreated in 
comparison to their more fortunate 
fellow citizens, it is a wonder that any 
welfare office is physically still intact. 

By 1940 many states had taken 
over from the federal government the 
responsibility of issuing relief to those 
in need. The Aid to Families with 
Dependent Children Program (ADC) is 
the heading under which most welfare 
is issued. A survey taken in late 1939 
pointed out shocking dis- 
crepancies in the way different states 
were allowed to administer relief. A 
family with dependent children living 
down Southwould receive about $8.00 
in relief per month. If the same family 
lived in one of the New England 
states, their grant would be over $60a 
month, 


Migration to North 


In the South local relief agencies 
have kept payments so low that a 
person would be better off going to 
work if they can find a job. No matter 
how cheap the wages were, they 
amounted to more - if only a little 
more - than welfare payments, Beli 


WELFARE 


There are programs which provide 
jobs, counselling and training for relief 
clients, however, even here there are 
drawbacks. Many of the benefits 
which welfare recipients are entitled 
to are not explained to them. Self. 
righteous and incompetent case- 
workers may chose not to inform the 
clients of existing benefits and pro- 
grams. Often a woman who wants to 
work runs into difficulty finding and 
paying for adequate childcare and 
may have to also use her own money 
for carfare. This in itself is discourag- 
ing, yet welfare administrators would 
have the public believe that all welfare 
recipients do not want to work. The 
fact is that many who do want a job 
cannot afford to look for one because 
of the expense involved. 


as a permanent worker with full bene- 
fits. This seems to be a more positive 
solution to the probelm rather than 
hassling the client. 

One more statement can be added 
to clarify the economic plight of 
women in this capitalist, male-domina- 
ted, racist society. Despite the lies 
which have been perpetuated along 
with distorted historical accounts, sur- 
veys show that in terms of economic 
status, white men, of course, are the 
highest paid in all job categories. 
Third World men, contrary to popular 
belief are second; white women are 
third and Third World women are 
LAST. 

Many people criticize the welfare 
system for giving too much, for having 
so-called cheaters on the rolls, for 
being too lenient. Bourgeois politi- 


an average increase of 15% in food 
costs. Here, we pay twice, once in 
welfare payments and again in higher 
food bills. 224 million dollars went to 
subsi shipping companies. In order 
for Amerikan shipping companies to 
compete with higher foreign shipping 
wages, the federal government subsi- 
dizes the salaries of merchant seamen. 
The average merchant seaman earns 
from $13,000 to $30,000 annually. 


Corporate Welfare 


Wealthy corporations get enormous 
benefits even in their so-called efforts 
to help train and employ pe iving 
in poverty areas. For their “help” the 
corporations are aided by the govern- 
ment through numerous tax exemp 
tions and by having some of the costs 
of machinery and equipment paid for 
by the government. Some corpora 


VESTS. Sth W na their child 
ren suffered great der these prac: 
tices. Local relief agencies cooperated 
with farmowners ften women 
and children wou ken off relief 
rolls and told to o work in the 
fields. While many claim that people 
from the South moved North to get 
on welfare because payments in the 
North were higher. a closer look 
shows us that many people in the 
South who were agricultural workers 
lost their jobs due to modernization. 
Machines were used to do the work of 
field laborers and as a result thou- 
Bands became unemployed. Hostile 
attitudes towards Blacks who sought 
welfare along with the fact that many 
Blacks were turned down for jobs as 
well as welfare motivated many to 
move North in hopes of finding em- 
Ployment. 


White Families Too 


Black women who did get relief 
were constantly harassed into working 
at some kind of job. Despite accusa- 
tions which label all Black women on 
relief as lazy and rip-offs of the 
welfare system, a survey taken by the 
Dept. of Health, Education and Wel- 
fare showed that 19% of all Black 
mothers on welfare worked, while 
only 10% of the white women 
worked. Another study proves that 
white families make up 55% of the 
total number of people receiving re 
lief. Yet, the racist, chauvinist attitude 
of society contends that welfare for 
whites is a right but fora non-white it 

is a hand-out and something those in 
need should be ashamed to accept. 
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able skills are turned down for jobs? 
Yet, in a period of very high unem- 
ployment, the welfare administration 
is insisting that those on welfare get 
up off their behinds and find jobs. 
WHERE ARE THE JOBS? People are 
losing jobs all across the country, so 
why is there this asinine assumption 
that welfare recipients can find jobs? 
Another factor which comes to light is 
the way the recipient can be pitted 
against those already working. A wel- 
fare client can be ordered to work for 
a certain company or starve. Suppose 
the other workers at the company 
belong to a union. The recipient 
works there and does not receive a 
check from the company but gets paid 
by the welfare department. Since he 
or she is not an employee that person 
cannot ‘join the union. Hostility 
mounts because the union knows that 
ordinarily any person holding that job 
would be a union member. The com- 
pany, on the other hand, is delighted 
because not only do they have done 
less union member to deal with, but 
also obtains free labor because the 
client is drawing a salary from the 
welfare department. Too often the 
client ends up victimized because the 
pay is lower than someone else who is 
doing the same type of work. The 
client is in no position to ask for a 
raise or demand permanent status. Of 
course the other workers may see the 
client as a threat and fear that soon 
welfare recipients may be forced to 
work in their positions and ‘displace 
them, The climate created, especially 
for the client, is filled with tension. A 
reasonable solution might be for the 
union to put pressure on the company 
and demand that the person be hired 


atdase Get bateat are meant to 
arouse [A hatred -for poor people 
especially mbers’ of the Third 
World. ians can easily get the 
public t about the slaughter of 
the Viet: se, the billions spent on 
the space programs, the brutality of 
our prison system, the exploitation of 
all workers, etc., by simply harping on 
welfare spending. Yet, they fail to 
mention how little actually goes to 
the nation's poor 


The Cost to Taxpayers 


The government's own figures can 
spell out the facts. First it is necessary 
to point out that there are many 
categories which come under a general 
heading known as social insurance and 
these include, Disability Insurance, 
Unemployment Insurance, Social Se- 
curity Benefits, federal railroad retire- 
ment and vetern’s programs. Then, 
there is public aid and it’s this cate- 
gory that causes people to raise the 
most hell. 12% of the nation’s budget 
is spent on social welfare (social insur- 


ance and public aid) yet only 1.9% of 
this actually goes to needy persons. In 
1971 about 63 billion dollars was 
spent on social welfare. Ten million 
went to farmers. This isn’t called 
welfare, it’s called a subsidy and 7% of 
the nation’s wealthiest farmers receive 
an average of $14,000 a year in 
welfare. All of this for not growing 
anything on their farms, They are not 
subjected to the inhumane figure of 
$2400 for a family of four. The 
money to “keep” farmers is not only 
Paid out in taxes but also accounts for 


tions are eligible to have 25% of the 
employees salaries paid for by the 
government as well as having some of 
the training cost paid for. It is'a real 
sham and a undisputable fact that 
here in Amerika, home of the world’s 
richest coroporations, the government 
must pay industry to do what it 
should do-hire people who need jobs! 
This is monopoly capitalism showing 
the ugliest side of its face. 


$2400 is an outrageous figure to 
ask any 1 person to live on yet the 
tuling class attempts to make the 
public believe that a family of 4 can 
do it. Even a government agency, the 
Dept. of Labor has produced figures 
which are contrary to this belief. In 
1969 the Dept. of Labor produced 
what is called a “Budget for a Mod- 
erate Living Standard”. According to 
its findings, in order for a family of 
four to live moderately well in New 
York City, the annual income would 
have to be $1,236! 

Little more can be said except the 
obvious; the nation’s poor are living at 
a subsistance level, while the rich 
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tions can expect generous 
s from the government. The 
of Labor says that $11,236 is 
for a family of four to live 
tely well, yet the public lashed 
dignantly when the National 

Rights Organization called for 
nteed minimumamount needed 
g families over the poverty line. 


government grants the smallest 
© amount to aid mothers and 
n yet spends considerably more 


“ gro’ ne survey showed 
“gow t grants the small- 
sible Int to aid mothers 


ildren yet spends considerably 
on other groups. One survey 
4 that the government spent 2.6 
dollars on 2.8 million people 
ere receiving Old Age Assist- 
Aid to the Blind and Aid to the 
nently or Totally Disabeled. It 


relationship between the slumlord and 
the welfare client should be obvious. 
The New York City Dept. of Welfare 
pays as high as $600 a month in rent 
for a number of families to live in the 
worst kind of housing, infested with 
fats, roaches, and other vermin. In 
1969 the New York City Welfare 
Dept. paid out close to $200,000 in 
rents and for 1972 the figure will be 
close to $300,000. Yet, since the 
average family finds serious difficulty 
in obtaining decent and adequate 
housing, the family on welfare faces 
far more difficulty and therefore they 
must continually deal with slumlords, 

Ghetto store owners are next in line 
for their cut of the welfare check. 
Many clients complain that food 
Prices go up right around the time 
that the checks are issued. These food 
price increases hurt everyone who 


that their services are worst. In De- 
cember 1972 Con-Ed was asking fora 
deposit of $55 for new subscribers to 
have their lights turned on. The high 
cost of having the lights turned on and 
the cost of keeping them on creates a 
financial burden for all poor people 
especially since this outrageously ex- 
pensive utility is essential. Yet both 
corporations have continually haras- 
sed and terminated the services of 
those who can least afford to pay. 
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Needless to say, a change of owner- 
ship and control is in order. Those 
who produce the country’s wealth 
must decide how it should be spent. 
Under the capitalist system, workers 
are paid salaries and owners are able 
to use the wealth as they see fit. A 
system which is based on private 
ownership is responsible for the wars, 
pollution, poverty, racial and sexual 
bias which is ripping this country at 
the seams. This is because the people 
have no say about what owners do 
with so-called private property. 


A Matter of Priorities 


Consider the way that the govern- 
ment has chosen to spend our tax 
dollars-with or without our consent 
or knowledge: just think about the 
wealth produced by the workers in 
this country and it should be clear 
that if workers were able to determine 
how this money is spent, if taxpayers 
had a dire¢t voice in how tax money is 
spent, there would be no increases in 
taxes, These funds would be used to 
create and improve services and facili- 
ties that serve the PEOPLE. When 
services like garbage collection, day 
care centers, health clinics, etc., are 
denied funding, the government is 
telling the taxpayers that they will 
have to do without these services and 
that the money will be used else- 
where. 

People in this country constantly 
engage in an economic tug-or-war with 
the government and this would not 
happen if we could run our own 
communities and have financial con- 
trol over our tax money. This point 
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se to spend only 2.8 billion doll; 
6.1 million mothers and children 
come under the category of 
More than twice as scan eae 
tired aid under ADC yet only a 
igble amount of additional money 
allotted. Can it be that the Tuling 
sy which verbally glorifies Mother- 
H and children, is not about to see 
oth: d children are ade— 


id take a volume to 
ll of those who receive assistance, 
ly or indirectly from the govemn- 
t but it’s clear that the fattest and 
est of the social pimps and 
sites are NOT poor people. The 
are severely underbudgeted and 
ve only what trickles down to 
after others have devoured most 
the funds. However something 
be said about those who are able 
legally” feed off the misery of 
on welfare. 


Who Benefits? 


the most part one of the largest 
most urgent bills for a welfare 
y is the rent. Right away the 


buys in these stores, whether they are’ 


on welfare or not. Merchants who 
Participate under the Food Stamp 
Program have also raised their Prices. 
It is too often that the prices in ghetto 
areas are the highest and the quality 
of goods the lowest, not only in 
grocery stores but in department, fur- 
niture and clothing stores as well. 
Check cashing businesses also get their 
share of welfare money. Often the 
exact cost of cashing a check is not 
known to a customer. For instance, 
instead of a person being told that it 
will cost $1.08 or $2.39 to cash a 
check they are usually confronted and 
confused with percentages: A sign in 
the store may say it will cost 1.5% of 
$100 plus an additional 25 cents or 
something on this order. At any rate 
these figures and percentages are pre- 
sented in such a way as to hassle a 
Person who because of the lack of 
time, ability or patience cannot figure 
out the charge in dollars and cents and 
therefore must take the word of the 
cashier. 

Monopolies like New York Tele- 
Phone Co. and Con-Ed get their share 
of welfare and it is in poverty areas 


ly budgeted so tnat she MUSI spend 
all of her money. Meanwhile those she 
must deal with, the slumlord, grocer, 
light company, tec., are the ones who 
benefit from her poverty. Her time 
and energy is spent trying to survive. 


We Pay for Everything 


to bring everyone up to an acceptable 
standard of living ($6500 for a family 
of four). In spite of ruling class 
thetoric concerning higher taxes, this 


the ruling class to give ‘us what is 
already ours. Control of our com- 
munities, control over our tax dollars, 
means control over our lives. 

Regardless of the speeches and lies 
coming from the ruling class none of 
us can afford to be blind, silent nor 
inactive concerning the affairs of this 
country and this includes the treat- 
ment of poor people. There is no say 
to wage effective struggle and not 
include those among us with the least 
power, 

In the long run those who have 
been trampled over the most may 
Prove to be the boldest and most 


can be done and without the taxpayer dedicated fighters. We must aid and 
paying out additional money. It encourage them in their struggle to 
should be pointed out that we pay for survive. under a most inhamane and 
EVERYTHING, even those services brutal system. If we are serious about 
which we are told we are not entitled ending the exploitation of workers, 
to, along with other programs that ending racism and eliminating sexual 


don’t benefit us. 


bias, we cannot afford to divorce 


In 1969, 32 billion dollars was ourselves from them, 


spent on the crime bill, according to 
the F.B.I. That same year 27 billion 
dollars was spent to wage war on the 
Vietnamese people. Yet, the govern- 
ment will spend less than 3 billion 
dollars on this nation’s poor. Obvious- 
ly the ruling class is willing to spend 
more money to wage war on yellow 
people than it is willing to spend to 
wage war on poverty. 

In 1965 sales for General Motors 
rose to 20.7 billion dollars. This was 
larger than the revenue income of 
ANY foreign government with the 
exception of the USSR and the 
United Kingdom. So, with the excep- 
tion of all but 2 countries, GM sales 
could actually support the people of 
any foreign country. The stockholders 
did not build GM-the workers did- 
yet the workers do not own nor 
control the wealth they produce. 
They therefore are not able to deter- 
mine how these profits can be used. 
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LETTER 


Last November 28th, the Brazilian 
government, - a dictatorship since 
April of 1964, condemned three young 
revolutionaries to death: Ariston 
de Oliveira Lucena, Diogenes Sabrosa 
de Souza--both members of Vanguardia 
Popular Revolucionaria -- Gilberto 
aria + One of these young men 
is my son: Ariston. The other two 
are my comrades, as loved and re- 
Spected by me as my own son. 

I was imprisoned in Brazil in 
1970 after a shootout at my home be- 
tween several of the dictator's po- 
lice and my husband, who died hero- 


ically. My three youngest children | 


were also imprisoned. They were kept 
in an orphanage and one of them, 
nine years old, was mentally and 
physically tortured by the tyranny's 
lackeys. Our story may still be re- 
membered by the Mexican people who 
temporarily took us in when we were 
liberated through the kidnapping of 
the Japanese consul in Sao Paulo in 
March, 1970. 

I am a humble woman, daughter of 
the people, daughter of exploitation 
and misery in which the immense ma- 
jority of my people live. I barely 
know how to write. I only know that 
wy duty is to struggle against that 
which I feel is arbitrary, unjust 
and discriminatory in my country. I 
only know that I must fight against 
North American imperialism which 
keeps the Brazilian dictatorship go- 
ing economically and ideologically. 
My revolutionary practice is a pro- 
duct of my hate , because I believe 
that, in my country, there have been 
and are people capable of directing 
our internal affairs more righteous- 
ly and more js We 


rades of his -- in a revolutionary 
commando which bore the name of my 
assassinated husband - - kidnapped 
the Japanese consul so that through 
liberating him they could gain the 
release of my children, myself and 
other comrades, so we could come to 
Cuba. 

We all left prison half dead. We 
were insulted, beaten and tortured. 
Now my son is condemned to death and 
I can neither shed tears which would 
shame him with my cowardice, nor ask 
for clemency from the dictatorship. 
It would be -like a betrayal of ny 
son's courageous position. In any 
case I wouldn't ask for justice from 
those who neither know what it means 
nor practice it. All I can do, Mr. 
Domingo, is ACCUSE. 


FROM A 


Bmntext of lack of funds with which: 
to keep them up, while it finances 
private schools where the children 
of the ruling class are educated. 
Because education is classist in my 
country, and the people receive an 
educationwh ich is deformed in 
schools which are at the service of 
interests of the ruling class and 
the foreign boss rather than the in- 
terests of the people. Children and 
youth -- those who are able to go to 
school - - are educated in order to 
assimilate them into the system. 
That's why the dictatorship doesn't 
want to enlarge the educational sys- 
tem, in order to prevent the child- 
ren of the people from getting a 
real education. I n my country, Mr. 
Domingo, we have a 60 percent illit- 


wiwey sueee Uh wemeddia dite 1s an- 
acceptable. That power is, in fact, 
the same one which aspires to domin- 
ate our entire continent. 

My husband fought consciously a- 
gainst the dictatorship. As a work- 
er he suffered exploitation in his 
own body. I am of peasant origin, 
I am from the North East, from that 
dry and arid land where 60 percent 
of the people are unemployed or sub- 
employed. I saw my own son die of 
hunger when he was only a year and a 
half old and I have seen hundreds of 
children die like that in my coun- 
try. We are used to seeing death by 
Starvation in our country. But, Mr. 
Domingo, we are not resigned to al- 
lowing this to continue. That is 
why we are fighting. That is why 
thousands of young people suffer 
torture today, the most barbarous 
tortures you can imagine. That is 
why thousands and thousands of Bra- 
zil's best young people are Teady to 
die in the efforts to see our coun- 
try freed from oppression, exploita- 
tion and imperialist intervention. 

Ariston is an optimistic young 
man. He is 19 years old. He never 
knew the joys of adolescence because 
the revolution claimed all his ef- 
forts. I raised him with a great 
deal of difficulty, working as a 
waid, ironing and washing clothes 
all day long so he wouldn't meet his 
brother's fate. My husband earned 
a miserable salary. Ariston took up 
his father's gun, not out of venge- 
ance, but out of political convic- 
tion. While my son was working with 
Carlos Lamarca organizing a training 
camp from which to initiate armed 
Struggle in the countryside, com- 
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T ACQUGE the fascist dictatorship 
in Brazil, not of wanting to assas- 
inate my son but of keeping my coun- 
try in a situation in which millions 
of children have no access to Public 
health, to education, to food. I 
ACCUSE it of maintaining a situation 
of exploitation which daily kills 
dozens of small children with under- 
nourishment. I ACCUSE it of tortur- 
ing, imprisoning and killing hun- 
dreds of young People who daily sac- 
rifice their youth for a life of 
struggle preparing the road which 
will lead to our People's libera- 
tion. I ACCUSE it of handing our na- 
tural resources over to imperialism, 
to foreign capital whose exaggerated 
intervention in ny country has forced 
the denationalization of our economy 
since the government gives foreign 
capitalists such good terms that 
they are able to work with our in- 
ternal resources by bringing a mini- 
mum of capital into the country. The 
twenty companies owing most money to 
the Bank of. Brazil are foreign. 

I ACCUSE it of maintaining a re- 
pressive army that consumes three 
times more of our national budget 
than that which is assigned to edu- 
cation. I ACCUSE the dictatorship 
of closing public schools under the 
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eracy rate. 

I ACCUSE the dictatorship o f 
keeping hundreds of teachers and 
doctors in prison while in the coun- 
tryside and in the cities there 
aren't enough hospitals or class:- 
rooms. 
the most ferocious kind of censor- 
ship through a total control of mass 
media; in that way it often misleads 


I ACCUSE it of maintaining’ 


public opinion and, through the pub-— 


lication of false news items, tries 
to demoralize the revolutionaries. I 
ACCUSE it of keeping dozens of hon- 
est journalists in prison; many of 
these, far from being revolutionar- 
ies, 
selves with the people. I ACCUSE 
the Brazilian dictatorship of having 
removed even the most elemental in- 
dividual rights, including the right 
of “habeas corpus," and of having 
restored the death penalty -- not in 
order to apply it to the torturers, 
to those who steal the sweat of the 
People, but to young revolutionaries 
who oppose Garrastazu Medici's ter- 
rorist, fascist and sell-out regime, 

Mr. Domingo, I, a woman of the 
people, wife, mother and comrade of 
Brazilian revolutionaries, ACCUSE my 
country's government of Playing the 
role of imperialism's gendarme ‘in, 
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have simply identified then- . 
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BRAZILIAN COMPANERA 


South America. I ACQUSE it, from ny 
Latin American woman's heart of hav- 
ing contributed morally and mater- 
dally to the overthrow of the Boliv- 
ian nationalist government, in order 
to put a fascist dictatorship in its 
Place. I ACCUSE it of mobilizing 
troops last November on the Uruguay- 
an border in order to prevent the 
triumph of progressive forces in the 
elections there. I ACCUSE it, al- 
ready, of facing the upsurge of peo- 
Ple's revolution and progressive 
government's nationalism as a ser- 
vant of imperialism's plans; as a 
to be depended upon for a 
Ticanization of the war if 
th de of revolution gets to the 
point where the imperialists have 
to try to detain it. 

The North American imperialists 
know that their direct intervention 
in Latin America is now and will be 


in the future almost impossible. 
That is why they need a gendarme, a 
government of a large and potential- 
ly rich country, that will do its 
dirty work intervening in its place. 
That is why they keep making loans 
to Brazil, and the other economic 
powers collaborate. That is why a 
war industry is being developed. 
That is why they have bought my 
country's bourgeoisie. That is also 
why the "Trans--Amazon" highway is 
being built -- under the pretext of 
relocating the North Easterners who 

live in arid lands, bringing them to 
the humid and swampfilled lands of 
the Amazonian jungle; this is not 
only an attempt to colonize that re- 


Mr. Domingo, my son may be shot 
by the dictatorship. It has its own 
" legality " and acts in accordance 
with it. “I don't accept this legal- 
ity imposed by a minority on a ma- 
jority. We revolutionaries who are 
ready to fight always run the risk 
of dying. We may die in the first 
battle. My husband was assassinated... 
My son was in the armed struggle 
when he fell prisoner. We are fight- 
ing a war which has cost and will 
cost many lives. This is the price 
ae revolutionaries must pay for a 
yetter life for future generations. 
3ecause in Brazil, as in almost all 
of Latin America, the present is one 
of struggle. My younger children, 
as small as they are, are preparing 
for the struggle. I am ready to 
fight and I am outside Brazil only 
obligated by circumstances. But we 
know that if the dictatorship assas- 
sinates, imprisons and shoots our 
comrades, it is in an effort to de- 
moralize us, to try to close off our 
path, kill our optimism an d our 
faith in the revolution. 

I don't speak as an intellectual. 
I say what.I learned in the process 
of the struggle, in the practice in- 
self, as a revolutionary; as an ex- 
ploited person who knows that the 
path of revolution is the only one 
we have to rise out of our misery 
and our under-development. My revo- 
lutionary position is built ona 
long class struggle in which my 
class has always been beneath the 
boot of the ruling-class bourgeoisie 
But in this moment of confrontation= 


our revolution. I ask journalists, 
progressive intellectuals, revolu- 
tionary priests, students, workers 
and peasants, that they denounce - - 
by all means open to them - the role 
of imperialism's spearhead. baing 
Played today by Brazil. I ask the 
oppressed Brazilian mothers that 

they be alert, th at they support 
their sons and daughters in entering 
the ranks of révolution. I ask my 
people, and the peoples of Latin 
America, th at _ they be alert and 

united against the Brazilian dicta- 
torship and against imperialism. 

Our struggle has just begun, many 
of our comrades, many of o u r sons 
and daughters,will fall assassinated 
or in combat. A lot of good young 
blood will b e spilled for our inde- 
pendence, but this long uncompromis- 
ing struggle will lead us to our 
emancipation, through the . people 
taking power. 

If my son iss shot, he won't be 
the first martyr of our revolution. 
And if we have to give our own blood 
for our independence and freedom, we 
are ready with optimism and faith in 
our people's future. 


j 
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would unite Brazil 


All this is directed towards a 
ogistic placement of Brazil's sub~ 
perialist aggressive army. The 
o - called "™ golden highway " wilj 
Tve one main function: that of 9 
Hlitary throughway. It is also ay 
onomic project. Enormous mining 
psources will be exploited with 
prth American capital. And so im 
Tialism, bordering almost all the 
er South American countries, will 
magnificently linked with Peru. 
zil is a kind of strategic tenta- 
e in the southern part of our con- 
nent. 


have suffered tremendously as a re- 


Women have an important role to 
play at this time. It can either be a 
reactionary role or it can bea re- 


frustrated with their sons or husbands 
when they can'tfinda job or bring in 
ny money, many will begin pressur- 
Hing them into joining up and getting 

some security inlife. This wouldbe a 
ounter-revolutionary thing to do. 


sult of this war in Vietnam, and now 
again our brothers, husbands, fathers, 
and sons are being placed in jeopardy. 


volutionary role. If women become 
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throws out its tentacles at the ser- 
vice of imperialism against our 
Latin American brothers and sisters- 
I want to alert world revolutionar 
ies and especially those in Latin 
America. I want to tell,them that 
the Brazilian struggle will bea 
long one. Because we aren't only 
fighting for our people's freedom in 
Brazil but for other people's right 
to independence. “I want to alert 
them about this gendarme role that 
the Brazilian dictatorship has taken 
on. 
I don't want solidarity for me or 
for my son facing the death penalty; 
I ask solidarity for our cause, for 


cease fire... 


@. trying to make this look 
attrac by offering more money 
and security. Third world women 


We would in effect be saying, "As 
long as I am comfortable, I don't 
care thatmy manor my sonis being 
used to oppress others." 

On the other hand, women -can 
discourage men from entering the 
Volunteer Army by pointing out its 
repressive functionand trying to find 
other solutions to the economic cri- 
sis which is deepening for third world 
people. We can no longer afford to 
wait untila problem is full blown be- 
fore we begin to analyze its true 
meaning. The Volunteer Army was 
created tohelp the oppressors and 
not toalleviate the evils of the draft. 


A Brazilian mother greets you and 


appreciates the publication of this 
letter, a Brazilian mother who is 
just one of millions who have suf- 
fered misery, exploitation and the 
death of her children, but who is 
not about to ,ask clemency for her 
son. A Brazilian mother who will 
continue the struggle to VICTORY! 


Miriam Makeba 
Becomes Cuban Citizen 


Havana (AWA) — On the initiative of 
Fidel Castro, Miriam Makeba was made a 
citizen of Cuba. The event marked the climax 
of Ms. Makeba’s tour before enthusiastic 
audiences on the island during the month of 
September. 

Conferring citizenship on Ms. Makeba, 
Cuban Minister of Foreign Relations, Raul 
Roa, told her, “Your voice is a universal 
voice, filled with the suffering of Africa, Asia 
and Latin America. It expresses the aspira- 
tions of all struggling peoples.” 

Accepting the presentation, Miriam re- 
plied, ‘‘In the name of all African people, I 
thank the Cuban people and their leaders. I 
hope we will always be working together to 
obtain our objectives against the forces of 
reaction, imperialism, colonialism and neo- 
colonialism in each and every one of th 
forms.” : 
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On this land 

where each blade of grass is human hair 
each foot of soil is human flesh 

where it rains blood 

hails bones 

life must flower 


Ngo Vinh Long 


Since tne war began over a decade ago, the U.S. ¢ 


air force has dropped over 6,200,000 tons of 
bombs on Indochina-more than three times the 
amount of bombs it exploded in World War II. 
Within the last 9 months alone, the U.S. has 
dropped bombs equivalent to the destruction of 
20 hydrogen bombs. 

As the war continues, many sections of the 
American people as well as the bulk of humanity 
have come out in opposition to these crimes. 

The World Federation of Democratic 
Youth, representing over 200 million youth a- 
round the world, has initiated a campaign for 
the construction of a modern pediatric- 
(children’s) hospital in Hanoi. The hospital is 
named after Nguyen Van Troi, the heroic 
VietNamese electrical worker, ‘liberation fighter, 
and martyr who was shot down in the streets of 
Saigon in 1964. 

As Americans, we feel we owe the 
VietNamese and Indochinese people a great deal 
in material support for the untold murder and 
destruction that has been inflicted upon them in 
our name. 


A Hospita 
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Denali 


Our Government Destroys 


The Bombs: Genocide 


To highlight what the treacherous nature of 
the bombs is, we'll cite-here a few points which 
were documented in the film “U.S. Techniques 
of Genocide.” Most of these anti-personnel 
bombs are created and designed by Honeywell, 
Inc. (the makers of Pentax, Asahi cameras). 
There are Fragmentation, Flechette, and the 
Steel Pellet bombs.All the bombs operate on the 
same basic principle. Within the large outer shell 
of a bomb, there are 300 guava, orange, pine- 
apple, or circular bomblets, which in turn hold 
300 or more pellets of different shapes and sizes, 
depending upon the type of bomblet. Depending 


Our People Must Rebuild 


(plant killers) on women and newborn children. 
More than 1400 people have died in the last 
weeks-of December and the beginning weeks of 
January in the city of Hanoi alone. 


Why Medical Aid ? 


New hospitals, medical supplies, drugs - te- 
reacycline, and penicillin antibiotics, modern 
equipment takes on a political significance when 
we think of the devastation wrought by the U.S. 
The aid is of material significance, and demon- 
strates to the VietNamese people that more and 
more American people realize that the people of 
Indochina are not our enemies. Such aid is a 


Napalm burns — Vietnamese children. 
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Children are the first victims of the war. 
They are the victims of massive B-S2 bombings 
which destroy their kindergartens, nurseries, 
hospitals, and schools. They are wounded and 
mutilated by napalm bombs and poisoned by 
chemical defoliants used by the U.S. govern- 
ment. These chemicals are now causing newborn 
children to suffer from mental and physical ge- 
netic mutations. Life expectancy in VietNam is 
approximately 35 years. Infant mortality is a- 
bout 255 per 1,000 births. Half of the children 
bom, die before reaching the age of five. 

Those who survive face a vast array of U.S. 
anti-personnel bombs. These bombs are not de- 
signed for military targets, but solely for the 
Purpose of destroying people. When exploded, 
thousands of tiny pellets tear through human 
flesh and internal organs causing untold pain and 
internal damage. Vietnamese medical teams 
Painstakingly try to remove as many pellets as 
possible. Knowing this, the U.S. government 
now uses hard plastic pellets, which cannot be 
detected with X-Ray machines. 


Vie wiseusiea Ab ddd A dagiuenlalion oF Steel Pellet 
bomblet, the pellets are circular and burrow 
themselves deep inside the body, usually ending 
up in such visceral organs as liver, Pancreas and 
heart. The pellets are now plastic, which makes 
them virtually undetectable by X-Ray. 


The third category of weapons which are 
highly treacherous in terms of their impact upon 
People is the use of incendiary bombs (fire 
bombs)..Best known are the Napalm group. 
Essentially, it is because of these types of 
bombs that the hospital is necessary.) 

Napalm bombs are referred to as the 
‘portablecrematoriums(places where bodies are 
burned), and the bomb comes in several types, 
There is napalm, napalm and white Phosphorus, 
magnesium, and napalm pyrogel. These various 
kinds of incendiary bombs reach from 900 de- 
grees to 5000 degrees centrigrade. The substance 
of the bomb flares up when crushed in attempts 
to dislodge particles which have fallen on the 
body. When the fragments hit, they can pe- 
netrate most material shelters, meting glass, 
metal, etc. No material is resistant. It also gives 
off carbon monoxide, so that if victims might 
have some chance of escape serious burns, they 
die anyway from oxygen suffocation. One of the 
most commonly used napalm bombs is NP800, 
which burns at 1300 degrees centigrade. It sticks 
to the skin so that there is no way to dislodge it, 
and it ‘causes deep burns. Most children who sur- 
vive need skin grafts and prolonged treatment 
over entire areas that were touched by particles 
from this bomb. The only other time bombs of 
this kind were used in such a serious manner 
were on the Japanese in the bombing of Hiro- 
shima and Nagasaki. 


Since the resumption of the bombings 
more schools have been destroyed, as well as 
over 600-dikes, over 900 churches, and many, 
many hospitals and medical centers. The most 
recent bombing after the Christmas holidays de- 
stroyed the 950 bed Bach Mai Hospital. It was 
one of the largest hospitals in North VietNam, 
and served as a research facility in trying to com- 
bat the genocidal effects of chemical defoliants 


tangible, personal expression of solidarity with 
people who have been fighting for 2,000 years 
for national independence and freedom from 
foreign domination. 


Why Third World People Should Contribute 


We third world people sometimes forget 
that we too are still struggling to gain all the 
freedoms and rights which are supposedly ac- 
corded to all Americans. The right to have 
decent homes, schools for our children, and hos- 
pitals. Yes, it's true that we don’t have adequate 
health care for our communities. But it is also 
true that third world people in this country are* 
but a part of a larger movement of oppressed 
Peoples around the world to gain their freedom 
and independence. As such, the VietNamese are 
in the vanguard of the international struggle 
against imperialism and oppression. We here - 
should give what welcan, so that we show our 
solidarity with them and other third world peo- 
ple who are struggling throughout the world. In 
Guinea-Bissau, in Mozambique, Angola, 
southern Africa, Latin America, in the Arab 
countries. 

The Third World Women’s Alliance has 
added its name to the growing list of sponsors of 
the Van Troi Hospital Committee which in- 
cludes such groups as the Puerto Rican Socialist 
Party, the Young Workers Liberation League, 
and the Vietnam Veterans Against the War. 


Some of our people still believe that racism 
) this country is weakening, that we blacks, 
uerto Ricans, Asians, native Americans and all 
hird world people are “getting ahead” and that 
hings aren't as bad as they used to be. Just the 
ist_ few months of 1972 had enough racist 
icidents to prove to anyone who cares to really’ 
sten, that racism in this county is far from 
lead, and that Nixon's re-election promises us 
n even more racist 1973. 

What is racism? Is it only the white 
erson’s dislike for non-white features, for our 
Siture, h, etc.? Is it the white fear that 
er” ight want to marry “our” child? 
the la or real estator telling us he has 
place for us to live? Is it a ten year old 
taying home from school rather than having to 
it next to a black or Puerto Rican child? 


These are certainly symptoms of racism, but 


ion. The la n 
salifornia professor Jensen's theory that black 
cople are genetically inferior to non-blacks. 
Dthers_say that they are not against Puerto 
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FER, not fire, two inept principals (one of 
whom is Puerto Rican) earned him the title of 
racist,and an investigation? 

What about Flushing, where the white 
community reacted so heatedly to the proposed 
lower income project planned that it is now 
scheduled to be much smaller, and mainly for 
the elderly? : 

What about the naval carrier Kitty Hawk, 
where racial tensions finally broke out into riots 
between Black and white sailors, BUT only 
Black sailors have been indicted? 


And who can forget the latest murder of 
Black students at Southern University? These 
are not isolated incidents: Racism is rampant in 
education, housing, the armed services and 
everywhere; in the biggest cities and smallest 
towns; North and South; East and West. We 
must put all of this against the backdrop of new 
cabinet appointments like Brennan, (who is 
closely linked to the construction workers’ 
attack on peace demonstrators and the exclusion 
of our people from construction unions) as 
Secretary of Labor; a Supreme Court packed 
with seactionaries; the prevalent gourt practice 
of preventive detention that gives judges the 
right to put people in jail because they “might” 
commit a crime; and the no-knock law that 
allows police to break into our homes at whim. 


small elite and powerful group is like a special 
club. The club dues are very high, but strangely 
enough, they are collected from Non-members, 
from the millions of workers in the world. Club 
members are not workers and they are very rich 
because they only share the dues and privileges 
with other non-workers whom they let in as 
junior club members according to very special 


criteria. 


The most important of these are : (1) 
Color-White, (2) Ethnic Background- 
Anglo-Saxon. (3) Religion-Protestant, (4) 
Sex-Male, (5) Economic Status-Super Rich. 
After all, you need some reasons to keep the 
club small and what more effective way is there 
to keep over 3/5 of the world out than by. 
refusing them admitance on the grounds of color 
Acai ‘Tein ts. sat So aay thee seer wee Eee 
are_not excluded from and exploited by 
ruling class club, but racism is used to keep them 
fighting against other non-club members when 
th should) realize that they too. cap never. ge 


In some ways the growing repression in this 
country is a tribute to the efforts of many~ 
people who will no longer accept racism as a 
way of life and who recognize that the destruc- 
tive economic principle that must be replaced if 


you are, it has a lot to do with racism. But how 
did it all start? Where did these ideas come 


This world of over 3 billion people is more 
than 3/5 non-white, yet the leadership of the 
world, the economic, military and_ political 
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have governments, armies, schools, rockets, po- 
lice and even gan; who work for them to 
keep the club the same and to keep the 
dues rolling in. 


That's why racism does not fade away, or 
get better. Governments like the U.S. pass laws 
to support racism, our schools teach it, the U.S. 
armies defend it with rockets and impose it on 
other countries, the police arrest those citizens 
who fight against it, and ters kill off (thru 
vices-narcotics and alcohol) the potential rebel- 
lers. What Angela Davis says is true: “Every 
Black person, every Puerto Rican, every Chi- 
cano, every Native and Asian American who is in 
Prison is probably the victim of racism in one 
way or another.” 

Racism is so much a part of our daily lives 
in this country, like the polluted air we breathe, 
that we are used to it, and calloused to any new 
versions of it. Some even believe it doesn't exist, 
even in the face of the latest racist outrages at 
the end of 1972: What about Canarsie where 
angry parents throughout a district preferred to 
close schools down and keep their children away 
from education rather than allow 31 Black and 
Puerto Rican children from a low income 
housing project to be bussed into one school? 
Did you know that one busload of our children 
going to another school was stopped by white 
workers who threw oil on our children, broke 


the windows with crowbars, and called them . 


“savage pygmies’? Several children were hospi- 
talized.” 

What about Kawaida Towers in Newark, 
New Jersey, a 16 story, 210 unit apartment 
building planned for low and moderate income 
families by an African social movement led by 
Imamu Baraka, where a vigilante KKK type 
assemblyman, Anthony Imperiale, and 500 of 
his supporters broke the law and halted con- 
struction? 

Whar about NYC’s Lower East Side School 
District 1 where the new Puerto Rican Superin- 
tendent's (Luis Fuentes) attempts to TRANS- 


‘exploitation is so splintered into warring fac- 
tions that our own disunity actually helps to 
perpetuate the unjust balance of power that the 
club of the ruling class represents. 


The difficult task that lies ahead is to 
struggle for unity, for greater cooperative effort 
against common enemies and for common 
causes that would in itself serve as an example of 
the kind of true brother and sisterhood that we 
believe we can achieve under socialism. What 
greater common cause than racism? 

A wuly happy new year, 1973, will be one 
in which a united people repudiate every new 
racist incident with increasing strength. 
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PURINA RALSTON: 
YOUR FRIENDLY NEIGHBORHOOD CAPITALIST 


Most Americans, until recently, thought . pe 
of our country as the land of Norman 
Rockwell apple pic where corporations 
developed the natural resources of backward 
countries to meet the needs of a well-fed, 
freckled American population. But over the 
bast ten years there has been a change in the 
inking of millions of Americans. Unforeseen 
rems cropped up and different culprits 
blamed: the C.1.A., racist politicians, the « 
Secretary of Defense, and a few corporations 
like Dow and Honeywell (napalm and 
anti-personnel bombs), Gulf and Polaroid 
(promoting racism by investing in southern 
Africa), the United Fruit Company (control- 
ling the Banana Republics of Central 
America), Ma Bell, The Bank of America, ITT 
and a few others. Each of these companies did 
its particular evil thing to contribute to the 
anger and frustration we were all increasingly ¢ 
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Around the same time a man named 
Dr. Ralston, a guru of the 19th century health ve 
food craze, had established health clubs. i 
throughout America with over 800,000 mem- . 4 
bers who wanted “To Establish a New Race” 
through good health. Danforth arranged to 
have Dr. Ralston recommend Purina as the 
finest whole wheat cereal in exchange for part 
of the profits and the incorporation of Ral- 
ston’s name into the product. 
Over the years the company’s 
“health food” division has prospered. Last 
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feeling. . year, however, an investigation of the U.S. 
But many felt the problems could be tn the 1920's, William Danforth had his office cereal industry proved that Ralston Purina 
corrected and thought that the majority of employees exercise at thelr coffee break. contains almost no nutritional value. After 
corporations were truly public-spirited. Didn't the study came out most of the cereals which 
cotlamapiice set up the be aig Foun- : were attacked were upgraded in quality-but 
n to give away money? Can't you now . . . not the Ralston Purina cereals: Rice Chex and 
buy an anti-pollution device from Ford for eda re arte pags Boag bear Wheat Chex remain in the bottom ten percent 
only $200? And aren't companies | like ved Stokely-Van Camps, the largest U.S of a list of 40 cereals. Using hundreds of 
Squibb, Colgate, and Ralston Purina providing producer f y a tansy, 704 eee in-the- thousands of tons of America’s golden wheat 
needed goods and services to grateful shop- Box fast 2 vice (i istic) restaurants on to produce cereals which supply none of the ; 
pers? If you look closcly at one of these ie we icoadl cn der rd Farms aed minimum daily requirements of anything is a 
je: wes zs Re tase dubious project. But to sell millions of dollars } 


companies, like Ralston Purina, you get an 
idea of how these “progressive” representa- Honeysuckle brand poultry, the Key Stone of these products each year under the lable of 
tives of American business operate. 
The generation of Americans who grew 
in the 1950s know Ralston Purina as the 


a oan eg Colorado and a “health food” is not quite in line with the 
va nit 4 image of American capitalism in which we 4 
Today 200 companies ce: two: were taught to believe, f 
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than all,the other cereal makers. Rice Chex 
and Wheat Chex contained no gimmicks, no 
foolishness. They were just pure, healthy’ 
all-American cereals. Ralston Purina 
promoted an image of itself as the friendly 
local grocer who served people’s needs and 
thereby eked out a meager profit. The com- 
pany presented itself as a benevolent business 
which gave away thousands of dollars to 
Promote religious beliefs and education 
through the Danforth Foundation—named for 
and controlled by the family which founded 
the company. The company workers were 
described as one big happy checkerboard 
-shirt-wearing family. Ralston Purina was pre- 
sented as the image of American capitalism 
we were taught to believe in. 

When the company was founded in 1894 
(with money from William Danforth’s father, 
who was a merchant in Charleston, Missouri, 
and president of the local bank), in many 
ways the firm operated out of a sincere 
(though patronizing) concern for its workers 
and customers. William Danforth, the found- 
er, was a YMCA-religious man who was 
genuinely interested in health and tried to 
develop a more nutritious breakfast cereal and 
animal feed. For many years he refused to 
allow the employees to smoke at work, 
required all office personnel to exercise col- 
lectively at 10:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M., and 
took a concern in the well-being of “his” 
employees. 

Danforth did not function in the brutal- 
style of the Robber Barons—Rockefeller, Mor- 
gan, Carnegie, Harriman, Vanderbilt and a few 
others-who mercilessly whetled and dealed in 
wealth and lives in the 1890s at the time 
Ralston Purina was founded. (The term “Rob- 
ber Barons” comes from anti-monopoly pam- 
phlets distributed by enraged farmers from 
Kansas in 1890.) Danforth started out a 
generous, ambitious and relatively wealthy 
man who wanted to bring a better horsefeed 
to small farmers in Missouri. 

Ralston Purina has become the 7Ist 
largest corporation in the United States, with 
annual sales of $1.6 billion. In addition to the 
cereals, dog foods, cat foods, animal feeds, 
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200 companies. In the process of becoming 
one of the giant firms which dominate the 
US. economy, Ralston Purina was forced to 
put aside the needs of the workers and 
sacrifice many of its standards and principles. 
to insure steady growth and expanding pro- 
fits. The history of the company’s breakfast 
cereal operation provides a good example of 
how American capitalism is forced to operate. 


“Purina Will Make Your Horse Laugh” 


In Missouri around the turn of the 
century, William Danforth began a small horse 
feed business about the time a new health 
food fad was spreading across the country. 
Danforth decided to cash in on people's 
interest in health, and introduced wheat germ 
into whole wheat cereals—or, more correctly, 
he took the idea from a Kansas miller. Until 
that time the wheat germ was removed from 
all whole wheat cereals because people be- 
lieved it would turn rancid. A Kansas City 
miller discovered a way to prevent rancidity 
and Danforth used his idea. He began to 
produce Purina Whole Wheat Cereal for the 
health freaks of the 1890s. 


William Danforth crowns the wife of one of his 
western salesmen for promoting the Interests 
of Ralston Purina. 
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1972 the “four largest U.S. producers” of” 
cereals—Kellogg’s, General. Mills, General 
Foods and Quaker Oats—were accused by the 
Federal Trade Commission (FTC) of illegally 
monopolizing the breakfast cereal market, 
forcing consumers to pay “artificially inflat- 
ed” prices for cereal, The FTC named Ralston 
Purina as having “participated” in some of the 
illegal acts and practices, but did not indict 
them, for a simple reason. The four largest 
cereal companies together produce 90% of all 
the ready-to-eat cereal made in the U.S. The 
FTC feels that if Nabisco and Ralston (num- 
bers 5 and 6 respectively) were bigger, then 
the big four would not monopolize the cereal 
industry. By the U.S, government’s definition, 
if four companies control 90%of the U.S. 
market, there is a monopoly (they use the 
word oligopoly), but if six firms control 90% 
of the market, there is “free trade.” These six 
firms now control 98% of the: U.S. cereal 
market. 

Since about $650 million worth of 
breakfast cereal is sold annually in the United 
States and each box sells for roughly 50 cents, 
then 1,300,000,000 boxes are sold each year. 
If these companies, through their monopoly, 
illegally raise their price five cents a box, they 
steal $65 million from the consumers. (Alan 
S. Ward, director of the United States Bureau 
of Competition, said that the price for cereal 
in a competitive market would be twenty to 
twenty-five percent below the present levels, 
or about ten to twelve cents less for a 
fifty-cent box of cereal.) None of these 
companies has been fined. None of the 
executives has been thrown in jail, but they 
have stolen at least $65 million. 

The cereal industry is not unique; 
monopolies over production exist in many 
areas of the U.S. economy. The leading four 
companies in each of the following fields 
control over 70% of the entire U.S. produc- 
tion in their respective fields: chewing gum, 
cigarettes, cigars, steam engines, batteries, 
locomotives, matches, metal cans, electro- 
metallurgical products , chocolate products, 
motor vehicles and explosives. 
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